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ARTlJessG raham

| didn't show ability as a child so
much as | showed a relentless per-
sistence and a general disregard for
silly rules that said, “Don't draw on
the walls” Fortunately my folks gave
in, put up newsprint and let me
run around naked in rubber boots
painting. There is some really good
superB footage of this somewhere in
a closet in northem VT,

I've been a full time artist since sum-
mer 07, Usually this confession is met
with a stink eye. | clarify by saying, full
time artist for me means commis-
sioned murals, commissioned por
traits, wedding invites, craft sh
selling my greeting cards, teaching
snowboarding, leading girls mou
tain bike camps, never saying no
project. Full time artist means some
weeks are an 8020 split with lots
more time spent on the business
end, Some weeks | only paint. Those
are my favorite w

Making art is important to me be-
cause | transla id into pat-
terns and color fields. | have a run-
ning dialogue inside my head that
conve in lines and gestures and
collects memories in full-color-sat-
urated snapshots. The more | paint,
the more | see, the closer | cbserve.
If | didn't paint | would seem dull
or reserved or disengaged because
there really isn't any other way for
me express myselfl the experi-
ence of drinking in the world with
ves. [d probably twitch and
mutter more 1oo.

my

‘When | paint and it's a good day
(cause there are plenty of oh-my-
-this-crap-days), I'm fo-
cused and sure and at peace like
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2 powder day linking my favorite little woods squiggles, banking a couple blind turns then
popping off that sketchy little drop into a pile of fluff. | think when you're experiencing focused
peace, it's a transcendence that has some knowledge of the negative, the suffering, the pain of
the world and responds not with cynicism or apathy or hatred or indifference, but with colon
fght, energy. truth, and a sense of joy that embraces the ridiculous delight life can be.

From my experience as a really insecure, self-doubting girl who is becoming a pretty self-
assured woman, | have three words: Believe in yourself, be real with yourself, Feign confidence
even if you don't feel it ( everybody else does it). Cultivate a strong core-self based on your
own experiences and dreams before others' expectations of you.The sooner you realize you're
& brilliant queen and most of the world is too busy locking in the mirror at themselves to notice
your imperfections, the sooner you can get on with having the most fun possible and reaching
your highest potential. Oh, and keep a sketch book.
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